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IaE A9QK and revelation unitedly assent that he 
wiio made, msst also govern the world. " His 
kingdom r»leth orer all/' In everr eyent, v/he- 
tfaer great or amaH, the providence of God is con- 
eemed. Kot only the rise and fall of mighty em- 
|lires, but eventfae shaking ofaleaf, and the more- 
inent of an atom, are under the management aad 
control af J^ovah. An insect is no more forgot- 
tesj and overlooked by htm, than an angel ; an at- 
om than a world. The omniscient, omnipresent 
Sod is certainly able to attend, at one and the same 
fyatf to all the concerns of his creatures, and to all 
«v«nt« that take place throughout his vast domin- 
ions. A falling spanow is not forgotten by him. 
And he nnmbers the very hairs of our heads. Mat. 
X. S3, 90. Nothing, therefore, can b^al us, with- 
ont his knowledge and permission. 

The Psalmist was fully convinced of this truth, 
whwi he uttered the words of the test. He was, 
at that time, surrounded wilii enemies and dangers. 
'J Have mercy, upon me," says he, « O Lord, for 
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I fUn in trouble ; uiiie ey^ is consamed with grief« 
I was a reproach amoag all mine enemies^ baiespe-* 
dally amoBg my neighbours^ and a fear to mine 
acquaintance : they .that did dee me withont^ fled 
from me. I have heard the slander of many : fear 
was on every side^ while they took counsel togeth^ 
er a^nst me^ they devised to take away my life«^^ 

Nothing could support a man in such a perilous 
situation but a strong faith in an oveiruling provi- 
dence. This was the Psalmist^s support. Ht 
knew that no one could take away his life, . ntar 
touch a hair of his head^ without permission from 
Jehovah« A firm confidence in the divine govern- 
ment, enabled him to rise above his fears and to 
xejoice in God, though in the midst of powerful 
enemies and alarming dangers. In the language 
of triumph, he exclaims : ^^ But I trusted in thee, 
O Lord. I said, thou art my God. My times 
are in thy haiDd." 

David here declares his conviction, that the du- 
ration of his troubles, the period of his deliverance, 
the continuance of his life, and all his concerns, 
were wholly in the power of the Lord to manage 
and control as he pleased. The same is true of 
each and every individual of the human race. In 
reference to all the affairs of man, God has placed, 
the times and seasons in his own power. 

To illustrate the w^rds of the text, I observe 

I. That as to our birth, with its attendant cir- 
cumstances, our times are in God's hand. 
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There is ^^ a time to be berfit.'^ It is obvious 
that w6 have not the control of this all-important 
season. We cannot choose in what period^ nor in 
what part of the world we will come into exist* 
ence. God alone determines the^ime and place of 
our nativity. One is bom in the deserts id Ara- 
bia^ in the wilds of America^ or in some of the nu- 
merous isles of the sea ; and is a heathen^ of course : 
another is bom in a dboristian.land^ where from in* 
fancy, to age^ from the cradle to the grave^ he enjoys 
the full blaze of gospel light. One is bom among 
idolators^ and is early initiated into the mysteries 
of a religion^ whose characteristics are pollution 
and craelty : another is bwn among the worship- 
pers of the true God^ where^ in childhood^ he is 
made acquainted with the scriptures^ and taught to 
walk in the path that leads to eternal life. Even 
in christian countries^ very various are the circum- 
siances under which different persons come into 
the world. Some are the^ children of affluence^ 
others of poverty. One is born in a cottage^ ano- 
ther in a palace. Some have irreligious parents^ 
from whose example they soon learn to despise. the 
scriptures^ to trifle with the most solemn truths of 
the gospel^ and to seek their happiness in worldly 
acquisitionsr They are suffered to grow up in ig- 
norance of God^ live and die in sin. Otiiers are 
favoured with pious parents^ by the influence of 
whose example^ instructions and prayers^ they, are 
early allured to the worship an4 service of their 
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lllibfr. By tbe UeariBg <tf btMSn uptn parei^l 
faittrfulaBii, the; becoaw saTiB^ly accpuinted vitfa 
file way ai life. Whh m^iect to Aese and iMiity 
otiiv circmMteiuceB ikai migbt be oientioaeil rc^- 
tivsto oar birf^ tbe ]iroviileiioe of €M u fo be ac- 
knowledged. OtHT tinea an id his hands 
time aad tbe place of oar nativity, widi tl 
peetave advaatagBB, aad ditadvantagei; tat 
the eeairol of him, without whose knowM 
pervuuMn, do eroit «au t^e place, tt is 
to.tfae eye of reason that he who creates n: 
know and dctflimina the time and all the o( 
Bomatwces at onr entnaoe iido the world, 
the inepited B salmst aaaerts the same. J 
tte omniscience and omBipresence of Gvi, 
addresses his Maker, " lliine eyes did < 
■tAsUnce, yet being impoifect ; and in th 
all my members were written, whidi in c 
•ace were faahicmed, when as yet there we 
of them." Fs. 180. 16. Sereral persona ai 
tioBed in the scriptores; the time uid mi 
oonetuices of wheee fauihs were net only 
toeod, Ixtf predidedforthe benefit td his 
long beibrB they tmme into existence. A 
do(d>tedly, Gwl eonlrols the time, {dace, i 
the tveomataBces, t^ the bir& of erery iad 
of the haman. race, though he has not seei 
reveil them to us.. " Known imto €>«d are 
wvlafictWithebegiiMiasof IheverM. Acta 
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The^ p^ied ^ Mai's ntftt^ is w all*ilii{i6rtAt 
Masott to km. H« tfaen eatevs upea an endless 
utate of exifiiteBce. Ths present life wiU indeed' 
soon pass airay^ bnt we shaB not at death oease to 
be ; eternity is befwe tts. In tUs world idso^ each 
individual is destined to pass through uiteresting 
scenes. What we shall hi pavticuhur efxpeiience 
in our journey thiou|^ lifin^ no man can tell before 
hand. No one hnows^ bnt that Beings who com- 
prehends the end from the beginnings whose un- 
derstanding is inAmte* 

We i^serve^ therdbre^ 

1X0 That our times aie in &od's hand^ as rmt 
condition in this life is ree^ooted. It frequently * 
happens that through the controlling ii^enee of 
events purely providential the place of a man's 
residence and his occupation^ witii its advMtagiM 
and disadvantages^ are widely different ttook what 
he anticipated. Tune was when Jacob littie 
thought that he should ever descend with his fami- 
ly into £gypt and si^um^ and die in the land of 
Ham^ leaving Ihs posterity to: be enslaved by the 
[Egyptians. When Jose|di was cast into the pit* 
by his brethren^ and afterwairds sold by them for 
a slave ; he knew not that fai this way^ G^od was 
pr^parinft tO; advance hun to grea^anthcnrity in the 
cwfit ot Fhnra^. 

In ff^ humim life is^ fer the most part^ little 
dise than a series of disappoiiiteentsr No man 
can s&y absolutely what course he shaU pursue 
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Bieut of God. Job acknowledges an overruling 
providence in his own case, both when favoured 
with prosperity, and when brought into adversity. 
Reduced from affluence toindigence^ and deprived of 
all his children in one day, he exercised the greats 
est submission to the divine will. He acknowl^- 
edges the hand of God in his sore affliction, and 
said : ^^ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away, blessed be the name of the Lord.'' Job t. 
SI. The truth now under consideration, is con- 
firmed by a great variety of facts and declarations 
found in- the scriptures, all concurring to show that 
all the circumstances of our lives are under the 
management and superintendance of the Almighty. 
But it is not necessary to enlarge in proof of a 
point so plaim 

Let us, therefore, see the hand of God in all the 
changing scenes, through which we are called to 
pass. If prosperity be our lot ; if we escape those 
peculiar trials' which chequer the lives of others^ 
let us give God the praise : 0^ the other hand, 
if adversity be our lot ; if we meet with sore trials 
and disappointments ; if in the book of divine pro- 
vidence, bitter things appear to be written against 
nsy we must labour to possess our souls in patience, 
and to realize that it is God, who sinks our com- 
forts lew. Affliction does not spring from the dust ; 
nor troubles rise by chance. Though we cannot 
fathom, we should humbly reverence and adore the 
di^nsations of pjpovidence, as dictated and con- 
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trailed by iafiDitfl braevolenec. Tlw% like tlw 
Psalmist, we iholl be able, id every .sitnatioo, to 
trust is the Lord, and say, <^ Thpu art my Ood.— 
My times axe in thy band." Thoa, in infiaite wm- 
don and goodness, dost maqage all tbe cotKxrui 
of my life, so that I muaft Bot fear, in whaterw <ai^ 
cumstaaces placed. 

in. Oar times are in tbe bai^ of Gtoi, as o«r 
^iritnal birtb is respected. 

Resignation is iDdiape:n«able to the flalvation <tf 
rotin. Id our imtural state of alieaatioQ frem God^ 
we are totally unfit for tbe Itingdon of heawo.— r 
Without a change of heart we mast be miserable 
for ever. It is the declaralioQ of Him who canr 
not lie, that, '' Except a man be bom again, be 
cannot see tbe kingdom of Grod.'' John 3. 3. Aa 
inspired apostle has likewise positively asserted, 
that " without holiness no man shall see the Lord." 
Heb. 18. 14. But for this spiritual birtb. Hat 
change «r heart, Uiis reaovatioa of nature, mao iy 
dependant upon C^od. Thk is e^^ressly taught 
in many passages of the bible, uid is abiwdantly 
manifest ttom tbe whole tenoor of scripture. " As 
many as received him, to (bem gave be power to 
become the sobs of God, oven to thoaitbat believe 
OQ his name : which wei-e born, not oi blood, aer 
of Uie will of tbe flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God." John 1. IS, 18. " God who is nch 
HI n^rcy, for his, great love wherewith he loved as, 
even when we were dead in sias, baA ^^uokeiwd 
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In togettiMr with Ckrist ; (by grto^ ye ut 8aTed«y' 
£ptu d* 4, 5- ^^ Not hy works of righteoasness^ 
which we have dose ; bat according to his mercy 
ht liaved us^ by the washing of regeneration^ and 
.tibe renewing of tl^ Holy Ghosf Titus 3. 6. 
These passages folly establish the doctrine under 
discassimi. It af^ears that Qod the Holy Ghost 
is the agent in the regeneration of man« And 
it is plain that he must be a sovereign ageni 
As the wind bloweth where it listetfa^ so the Holy 
Spirit works where, and in the hearts of whom he 
pleases. While he leaves some to live and die in 
an unregenerate state, he renews others, and makes 
them a willing people in the day of his power.*-*- 
While he acta as a sovereign, he also works by 
means in renewing the heart of man. ^^ Of his 
own will," says the apostle, ^^ begat he us with 
the word of truth/' James 1. 18. God, if ha 
pkased^ Goold, without controversy, change the 
heart, and sanctify the affections gI a heathen^ 
without favouring him ^^ with the word of troth,*' 
But this does not appear to be his plan ef opera* 
ticm. If he designs to save an individual, who ii 
living in heathenish darkness, he either brings him 
in his providence to a land of light, or sendtf 
him the gospel. It is nndoubtedly a general 
truth, that ^^ Faith eometh by hearing, and b^aif^ 
ing by the word of God«^' Rom« 10. i7. The 
Lord acts as a sovereign in aflbrding ta some the 
Bieans of regeneration, while he leaves oth^s de«- 
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litute. It is at his pleasure also to render the 
effectual to our aalvation, or to leave it lo li 
U8, and to prove a savour of death unto dei 
Not all who hear the -gospel are bora again, 
times are in Giod's hand. He renews wh( 
will. Sometimes afflictions are iostrumeu 
awaking sinners from the stupor of earthly pui 
and directing their attention to the word of 
But if afflictions are sanctified, ao as to pro 
means of conversion to any one; it is Qw 
has made them effectual to this end, and the 
is due to him alone. Whatever be the iastr 
employed to accomplish our salvation, God 
universal agent. To liis operation, ever; 
will, through eternity, attribute his spiritual 
It becomes us to be fully convinced c^ this 
that from a deep sense of our helpless, depf 
state, we may be induced to throw ourselves, 
out reserve, upon the mercy of God, and he e 
to embrace, in faith, the word of tmUi, the | 
of salvation. 

IV. Our times are in God's hand, as it re 
the period of our death, with all its circumsl 

There is " a time to die,'* as well as " a I 
he bom.'' It is evident, from scripture, that 
tain term of life is appointed to man which h< 
not exceed. This is fixed by God himself 
Job 14. S, which is fully to our purpose, 
ing his days are detennined, the number 
months are witk thee, thou hast appoint 
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i pttsb." Faal, in reasoning 
bout the providence of &od, 
lim we live, and move, and 
that be hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of our habi- 
tation." Acts 17. S6. It is the voice of reason al- 
so,, that he who creates man on the earth and ap- 
points the place of his residence, should likewise 
determine the length of his life, and the petiod of 
his death. G^od is styled <' our life'' and ^tha 
length of our days.'' And' as his providence is 
cenversant about all the affairs of men, so that the 
very hairs of their head are numbered, it is plain 
that the duration of Ibeir existence must also be 
under Ms control. It is sometimes asserted, that 
if the birnds of human life are fixed, means for 
its preservation are unnecessary. This inference, 
however, does not follow, because the means are a 
part of Giod's plim of operation, as well as the end. 
If he has determined that we shall live to a cer- 
tain age, he has also determined to give us the sup- 
ports of life, and to prevent every thing that might 
destroy it. If any are cut down hy some violent 
disease, or killed by what the world calls an acci- 
dent, that disease, or that accident was determined 
as a means to bring life to a close. If some bring 
npon themselves, by their vices, premature death ; 
those vices Ood determined to permit, and he jluiew 
tiieir fatal effects ; so that he was not disappointed 
M to the number of their months. They came to. 
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but dad nat pftiS the iMmnds of fhei^ HbitatioiL 
which he had fixed. I'heu- times were in hk 

hand. 

Yery diffi^rent m to letigth^ is tli^ term of life 
assigned to different indiridoals. With multitudes^ 
life is emphatically short. ^^ They come forth as 
a tower and are cut down ; flee also as a shadow^ 
and continue not/' Almost as soon as they have 
opened their eyes on the things of time^ they close 
them in eternity. Others are cut down in the 
bloom and vigour of youth* Some are called away 
in the meridian of life* Others live to be old^ and 
are gathered to their graves^ like stocks of com 
fully ripe in their season. Sometimes the wretch** 
ed are suffered to prolong the time of their miseries; 
while the successful are cut off in the midst of their 
career. The sickly often carry the robust and heal- 
thy to the grave $ and not unfrequently do parents 
build the tombs of their children. Some depart, 
when just on the point of accomplishing an object, 
long pursued: just when they are beginning td 
think of enjoying the fruit of their labours. Some 
of all ages and conditions, are swept away with- 
out distinction. The young just entering upon ac- 
tive life, with many flattering prospects before them, 
are cut down by the great destroyer. The father 
IS cabled away in the midst of his usefulness from 
ii^^iaik^^ of a beloved family ; and the man of ' 
the wmid is forced to leave his schemes of earthly 
aggfttndizeaieat unaccomplished. Thus various 
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we the circumstances attending the deaths of diS- 
fereat iadividuals ; yet they aie all under the cmb- 
trel of divine providemjc. 

Again : our times are in God^s hand> as it re^ 
spects our having, or not having particular notice of 
death's approach. . 

Some have long and repeated warnings. They 
consume away with some lingering disease ; they 
are favoured with the full exercfee of their reason^ 
and are constantly admonished to prepare for their 
dissolution. Others have no particular notice that 
life is near its close. Death comes in an unexpect- 
ed moment. They are overtaken as by a thief in 
the night. ^ For man also knoweth not his 
time ; as the fishes that are taken in an evil ne^ 
and as the birds that are caught in the snare ; so 
are the sons of men snared in an evil iime^ when 
it falleth suddenly upon them.** 

Again : the manner of death's approach is not 
at our disposal. The king of terrors wears a 
thousand forms. Some perish by what are called 
the accidents of life ; others by the sudden shock 
of some acute distemper. Some are for years dy- 
ing a»d wasting away. Earthy air and sea are 
leagued with death, and oft perform his work.*^ 
Our very food, the sustenance of life, sometimes 
becomes the inslarument of death. But at whatev- 
er period of life, in whatever way, and by what- 
ever means, we are brought down to the grave, the 
providence of ®od is to be acknowledged. He is 
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{he sovereign disposer of sR events^ the arbiter oT 
life and death. He appoints the time^ and manai^ 
ges all the circumstances of our dissolution. Our 
times are in God's- hand^ 
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IMPROVEMENT. 

1. What a wonderful being is God ! He super- 
intends all his works^ and overrules all events iu 
such a manner as to display his own glory^ and 
bring to the universe the greatest possible good^ 
without doing the least violence to the moral agen- 
cjf or perfect liberty of his rational creatures. — 
That God can and does comprehend^ in his de- 
signs; and control^ in his providence^ all events 
that will ever take place in the universe^ and yet 
that his subjects remain free agents, and accounta- 
ble £or their actions, is fully taught in the scrip- 
tures. Men are represented, in all parts of the bi- 
ble^ as acting freely. They are punished and re* 
warded, and in every respect treated a» rational 
creatures, as moral agents, whose actions are all 
voluntary. In fact^ every man is conscious that he 
is not a mere machine, that in his moral couduci^ 
BO physical necessity operates. ^^ Whatever he 
does is the result, of choice absolutely unconstrain^ 
ed.'' At the same time« it is manifest, from a great 
variety of scripture declarations, and facts^ that 
God is the sovereign •f the universe, that he man'- 
agps and controls all creatures and all events, and 
that he causes the most voluntary actions of his 
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flubjei^^ io. aid in tke accomplMAinient of! Us de* 
signs. To explam tUs^: to diow liow fiefee>ageiiGy> 
wd dependency hani^ize in m«n^ ki beyond the 
capacity of finite minds. Nor wonld a comj^ete 
comprehmision of this subject afford us any pecul- 
iar benefit. The fact would not be any more cer- 
tain than it is now^ that 6od re%ns without at aU 
infringiiig our Ubeirty. Lei it^ therefore^ be re- 
membered that notwithstanding the p:ovidbnce of 
God is as iiniyersal and particular as has been 
stated^ yet mw have a voluntary influence in form- 
ing their own characters^ and in deciding their final 
des^ny. The sinner acts freely in hijrdening Us 
heart and fitting himself for destruction* WUle 
he trifles with divine things^ and neglects the ml- 
viition of his soul^ he does precisely what ho 
cliQoses to do. And thus he is active in fixing 
Us future doom^ and will be able at the last day^ 
to accuse none but himself witii being the rwl 
cause of his -fi^al pcH^tion. The saints also 
are aotive in the formation isS iheir charactered 
and in beomiing meet for heaven. Though 
they are infinitely indebted to the grace of God^ 
by wUch they are what they are^ yet they are 
mi idle, b»t actiwly engi^ed in making their 
ctlluig and election sore« While they repent of 
their sins^ believe in Christi and walk in newness 
of Itfe^ they act most freely^ and do nothing but 
what they choose to do^ fuid thus they have an im^ 
portant influence in fitting themselves as vessels of 
mttqfy afore prepared for glory, l^et none^ there- 
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fsTB^ tbidk te ftud aa i^Kmse for flMor sias^ m tke 
ptea^ tlial they cafinot act etherwiae i^aa ibey dcu 
Tbia k a refuge of tiea^ HMt/wiU iMt acareen the 
aintier from eendemnatioiit when God ahall call 
him to his bar* Ottr mwai cmiduct ia oht owh : 
it is free and UBcoiiatndiied ; for tMs we must reft* 
Aer ail account Bhall we then ever forget tiiat onr 
preseat conduct will have an taAaence vaat|y im- 
portant, a bearing iidmtely intereatingy upon tmt 
ftature, eternal destiny. 

%. The providence ai God ia matter of |oy to 
ibe uttiverae. ^' The Lm-d reigns, let the earth re- 
joice.'' IM one birt the determined enemies <if Gvd^ 
esai be opposed to the divim govranraent. They- in- 
deed who will not consent to be under the domin* 
ion of the king of heayen, have reason to tremble 
iat the thought ^at ^^ his kingdom niletii over alL^' 
They have nothing to expect but to be dashed to 
pieces with a rod of iron. No wonder they are 
disposed to say in their hearts : ^^ No God <hat 
ininds the aflkirs ^ men.'' But their wishes wSl 
never be gratified. God will never relinquiah hia 
right of exercising a sovereign dominion wer the 
works of his hands. He will continue to govern 
the world accwding to Us own plMsui^. And it 
is obviously the mterest <^ all his loyal svd^geds 
that he should sit on the throne of the universe ; 
because he will not Ml to manage their omcems 
with perfect rectitnde^ «nd in the best manner that 
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'Cwdingly the liM¥ml; femift we r^raiQi^d if^ 
M^icii^g in his goTemmettt^ 9»yiiig ^^ HaUeligfd^ 
1^ the Lord God omnipoteoit reig^eth/' . . 

S. Ow MbjieGt riheirs us wh^re we bu^ JBnd it 
leltige Ift double ; ^ God Is the refogp of his eaiiito,^ 
Kotking CUB rayped; us anidst the veiled trials of 
)t&^ ^«t s ftrm c^d^ice uid trust im the divine 
(gav^nmieiiti. H we overloak a pe^N^iralra piOYi- 
dence aad attrihii^ events to chance^ f^oow^ wiH 
be our i^tttatioa^ and cheerless pur proi^ecte. We 
^wt have wo ^eamlty for our most importaiit inter- 
eats^ But if we see God ou the throne^ and are 
«eiiVHiQed that our tkues are in his htmA^ so tlmt 
notbiug raa befal us without his permissiou ; and 
If we can fcel assured that all the dispensations of 
his piovidenGe* aro. di«^tated by imerriog wisdom 
^md boundless benevolence^ we shall find a resting 
fltocef^romrsi^ls^ a refuge in trouble: afilial con- 
fidence in the perfect rectitude of all God's deal- 
ings with usf will lead to sstadssion^ and enable 
.as to say : ^^ All is right«'' ^^ it is the Lord ; let 
Inm do what seemeth him gpod.'' Then we may 
possess our souls in patienc^^ and be joyful in 
'tribulation* lake the Psalmist^ we shaU trust 
in the Lord, and say^ ^^ lliou art my Qod, my 
times are in tl^ hand.'' 

This sul^ect will afford the mourning relatives 
of him whose cold remains are now before us^ 
powerfial motives for christian submission. The 



^ 



tfnes 4rf yow denied 
All the (HicsmstancM 
ocmtrol of Um, wbot 
Lord bBth done it 1 
BianiHir. Yoq are nc 
Sodcity lamnitB the h 
ber. The poor are h 
kovever, cansot feel 
luuband^ a fa^r aod 
to view Qa band aS ( 
aim to obtain a ssacOi 
only can nSard joa 
this, Ae day of youi 
send you ; to him v 
the God of all grace 
broten heart of the al 
'led} Madam, to moi 
earUily friend, the coi 
aharer of yoar joys 
mourn, you will endei 
bope that yoor basbi 
believe that your losa 
ty years, he has been i 
And yon are acqoaint 
be exbibiied, during 
cUldof God. Yott • 
faave no h(^ in Qua i 
tnut in God, who is i 
tlam make np your pi 
yo«r timee are in the 1 
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^Mist yonreeff t^oB^ibe arms of liifti^ who is styled 
Ae ^hd and husband of the widow^ and he will be 
with you in tronMe ; he will order ont all the cir- 
euntstanMs of your life in covenant mercy for your 
good ; he will support you in deaths and be your 
evetfestiug portion beyond the grave. The chfl* 
dren of the deceased will please to accept our sym- 
pathy. Ton mourn the loss of a kind^ and aflfec- 
tionate paarent^ who appeared to feel a deep solici- 
tude for your welfiure, and assiduously laboured to 
kistil into your minds^ the principles of piety and 
virtue. May you long remember his instructions^ 
and derive benefit from those prayers, which, for 
ttiany years, he olfered in your behalf. liabcmr to 
follow his example as far as he followed Ghrisl. 
To reli^on alone can you look for consolation in 
this and in every scene of affliction. May yoti 
view the hand of God in your bereavement, exer- 
cise due submission to his will, and so live as to 
be prepared to sing the song of triumph, O death ! 
where is thy sting ? O grave ! Where is thy victory ? 
To the aged sisters of the deceased, God, in his 
providence, is speaking in emphatical language, 
and loudly admonishing them to be waiting in con- 
stant readiness for the coming of their Lord. Dear 
firiends, God has come very near to you in thm af- 
ffiction ; he has removed your only surviving broths 
er, and is plainly saying that you must soon fol- 
low Mm. May you look to the Lord and be com- 
forted in your tribulation. Let this momful dh- 
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be always ready for deaih^s ap{iroai:h. Bemen* 
ber that your times are m God's faaad^ who may call 
you away^ at a momeat wh^i you think not May 
yott have year lamps trimfiied a^ banHng^ l^e sup- 
ported under this affliction^ and under all trials qf 
life^ and the infirmities of age^ and at last^ come 
up from the wildemessi leaping on the arm of the 
Beloved. 

Let SfU the relatives of the deceased be exhort- 
ed to uuke a wise and salistaiy imi»*oyement of 
this afflictive providence. Ilemember^ my friends^ 
that <^ no man hath power over the spirit to retain 
the spirit^ neither hath he power in the day of 
death ; and there is no discharge in that war/'*-^ 
Your times are in God's hand. At an unexpected 
moment he may terminate your earthly existence^ 
and call you to his awful tribunal. As you cannot 
control die time^ nor circumiAances of yoiur deatli^ 
it is your wisdom ai^ interest, to be always ready 
to meet the king of terrc»rs« 

Let this dying asseoibly be Ccmstarainedj by the 
solemnity of the funeral-scenet this day, by the 
worth of the immortal soul^ by the joys of heaven, 
and the miseries of hell, to seek in earnest afta.^ 
preparation for death. 

!l^prove time as it passes. Put not off the evil 
day. Wait not for a more convenient season. — 
How soon you may die, or what may happen at 
the close of life, you know not. You may be de- 



prived of reuon, and not be in a situation to p 
pare for eternity. You may die snddeDly n 
without a momeaf B wamiDg. Your times are 
God's hand. Let none forget that their eter 
destiny is involved io the mannn in which tl 
iMprove the present life. 
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